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This is in response to the non-final Office Action mailed February 24, 2003, having a 
three-month shortened statutory period of response set to expire May 24, 2003. The following 
amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. 

No extension-of-time fee or other fees are believed due. However any extension of time 
necessary to prevent abandonment is hereby requested, and any fee necessary for consideration 
of this response is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit Account Number 50-2036. 


IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
^aVi*-^ 1. (Amended) A retaining ring movable between an unyielded state and a yielded state, 
comprising: 

a generally C-shaped r^ion having an inner peripheral surface; an outer peripheral 
surface; a first end; and a second er 


